esis and melaena.
The portal circulation is unique in that it exists between two sets of capillaries, i.e. the capillaries of the spleen, pancreas, gall-bladder and most of the gastro-intestinal tract on the one hand and the sinusoids of the liver on the other hand. The liver parallels the lungs in that it receives a blood supply from an arterial source, the hepatic artery, and a venous source, the portal vein.
The Portal Circulation
Blood passes from the splanchnic arteries into the spleen, pancreas, gall-bladder, stomach and intestines from branches of the abdominal aorta. From the sinuses in the splenic pulp, the blood is collected into several tributaries which unite at the hilum of the spleen to form the splenic vein, which runs to the right along the upper posterior aspect of the pancreas to the region of the neck of the pancreas. As it crosses the upper abdomen, it receives as tributaries the short gastric veins, the left gastro-epiploic, pancreatic, inferior mesenteric and left gastric veins. The superior mesenteric vein is formed in the root of the mesentery from union of the jejunal and ileal veins, the ileo-colic, right and middle colic and inferior pancreatico-duodenal veins. The portal vein usually forms behind the neck of the pancreas, but occasionally in front of the pancreas, by the union of the superior mesenteric and splenic veins at the level of the body of the second lumbar vertebra. The portal vein runs upwards and to the right, but occasionally horizontally, in the free edge of the lesser omentum, behind the duodenal bulb and common bile duct, to terminate at the porta hepatis where it divides into two and sometimes three branches, which pass into the liver. The terminations of the left gastric and inferior mesenteric veins are variable. In two-fifths of persons they enter the splenic vein; in a further two-fifths they enter the portal and superior mesenteric veins respectively, and in the remaining one- (Fig. 3) . From the pool of contrast medium in the splenic pulp one or more intrasplenic branches of the splenic vein may be outlined. These converge on the hilum to form the main splenic vein which forms a slight curve as it passes from left to right horizontally across the upper abdomen. To the right of, or in front of the body of the second lumbar vertebra it joins the portal vein. This vein passes upwards to the right for a short distance and divides into the left and right branches, occasionally with a middle branch. (Fig. 4) (Fig. 6) 
